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NOTES ON THE PRESIDENTS OF THE AMERICAN PSY- 
CHOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION 



By Clyde B. Moore, State Normal School, La Crosse, Wisconsin. 



The American Psychological Association since its founding has 
sought to include within its membership those who are representative 
of the best work in the fields of psychological research in America. 
For the most part the membership is made up of members of the 
departments of psychology in the leading American universities. How- 
ever it does not necessarily follow that a member of the Association 
must be connected with a university as witness a recent interpretative 
note on membership : "A proposal for membership, signed by at least 
two members of the Association must be submitted to the Secretary, 
for the Council, at least one month in advance of the annual meeting. 
The proposal must be accompanied (i) by a statement of the candi- 
date's professional position and jdegrees, naming the institutions by 
which, and the dates when, conferred, and (2) by copies of his pub- 
lished researches. In the absence of acceptable publications of a 
psychological character, or a permanent position in psychology, the 
conditions of membership will not be regarded as having been ful- 
filled." 1 

The above quotation is indicative of the rare care taken by this 
organization in the selection of its jnembers. It seems but fair to 
assume that, with such care in the selection of mere members, the 
selection of officers for the Association refines the membership process 
many fold with the result that ionly the eminent scholar in psychology 
shall become the head or president of the Association. It is on this 
assumption that the following investigation was made. The problem 
was to tabulate and summarize the training of the presidents of the 
American Psychological Association. 

The investigation covers the period of twenty-six years (1892-1917). 
During this period there have been twenty-five different persons to 
act as president. 3 (See table.) Of these twenty-five persons twenty 
were American born and five foreign born. Twenty-four men and 
one woman have held this office, Mary Whiton Calkins being the 
only woman to attain this distinction. According to data available all 
were American citizens at the time of holding office with the exception 
of Hugo Munsterberg. Nineteen of the twenty-five had received the 
Ph. D. degree, thirteen receiving the doctorate from American univer- 
sities and six from European universities. Johns Hopkins and Leip- 
zig tie in the number of doctors attaining the honor each furnishing 
four, Harvard and Columbia ranking next each furnishing two — 
Harvard giving the founder and first president in G. Stanley Hall. 

Four are natives of the state of Massachusetts, three California, two 
South Carolina, two Pennsylvania, two Vermont, two New York, and 

J Psy. Bulletin, Feb. 15, 1917, p. 39. 

2 Proc. Am. Psy. Assn. 

'Wm, James served as president in 1894 and again in 1904. 

347 



348 



MOORE 



Q 



1 5 
I 

X 



CM 
O) 

00 Ol 

■ice 



-* to oo oo 
00 oo c» oo 
oo oo oo oo 

I— I T-t T-t^H 

CO CO to co 



& &«22 !5 ■* ■* -^ i3 
go lr, San p. p-cm 
22 & d22£ <3 o oo) 

niiii lis 



00 
IDtOtO 00 

•n'n a" 1 E 

"55 'S Q w o 



rt §«2 
Spa's 
I.S'Sfc 



<L) 00 

K > 

« to Si 

o — '"' 



o 
PQ 






ooSoo 

00 00 

>a o g 

•3t>£ 



•ao§l2ffloo 

d,— i t-~co~t 
o oooorH 
S B rtrt . 

,?> tu ea tti-a 






O O o O^ 



Q 



— c-p 






3 

3°0»CT1 
<;thH0O 

to c c rt 



CJ> 

oo 
2? loo 

■M*P 




^ 05 




s 



I 

— , CM 

co oo 



H...TS, 



2 'i^2 —T^ 



hfpis! 

"> £?ts y o £>co 

M t-S" S E 



.sggf g 

-M.H MOO' 

3rs' 



a 



, - -R 

V co Coo' 
,C Mh. Oh; 






J r* w ?3 J3 



s5oo D a 



2 ra 8'S'aS 

•^ frt 1*1 



N CO 'd* lO <^D C- 00 C> O *-• CM CO M 1 tO t,© t>- 00 Oi O i-h CM CO ^ tO CO t>- 

Jh cooooooooooooooommOTOTc^a^o^a^a^'jiaio^a^a^a^aiaio^ 



AMERICAN PSYCHOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION 349 

two were born in India. Ohio, Indiana, Connecticut, Iowa, New 
Jersey, Sweden, Germany and Poland have each furnished one. 

Honorary degrees have been conferred on a number of the presi- 
dents and several hold professional degrees in medicine and theology. 
Many have received international recognition in different ways and 
not a few hold superior ratings in other fields of science. Several 
hold responsible executive positions, G. Stanley Hall and Wm. L. 
Bryan as university presidents. Charles Hubbard Judd sustains the 
distinction of being the youngest at the time of his election to the 
presidency and Wm. James 'the only person to have the honor of twice 
serving as president. Three of the group have completed their work, 
Wm. James passing in 1910 and Josiah' Royce and Hugo Munsterberg 
in 191 7. 



